PARTICIPANT INFORMATION LETTER
Tyler Bergen
Masters Candidate

310 Steiger Way

Saskatoon, SK

S7N 4K2

April, 2010

Dear Participant:

I am a master’s student in the Department of Educational Psychology and Special Education at the University of Saskatchewan under the supervision of Dr. Laureen McIntyre.  As part of the requirements for the completion of my master’s degree, I am conducting research to identify attitudes and challenges related to including students with exceptionalities in the general education classroom.  This information may help to identify teacher training and professional development needs that are relevant for meeting the diverse needs of students like those in your classroom.  The project is entitled, Inclusive attitudes: Contributions of perceived teacher efficacy and emotional reactions to challenging behaviour.
Educators working with students up to and including Grade 8 are invited to participate in this survey.  The survey will take approximately 15 minutes to complete.  The raw scores from the survey will serve as the data used in the statistical analyses on which the results and discussion of this study will be based.  There are no known risks of this research study.  However, while reflecting on past emotional reactions in order to answer survey questions, it is possible that participants will experience a negative emotional reaction.  Confidential counselling services are available to teachers through the Saskatchewan Teacher’s Federation (www.stf.sk.ca).   

The information gathered from teachers who participate in this study will be used for my thesis, scientific publications, and presentations to professionals, parents, and educators. The confidentiality of all information gathered from participants will be ensured.  All responses obtained from you will remain confidential.  The survey is anonymous.  Please note that, because the survey is anonymous, it will be impossible to withdraw your data once the survey has been submitted.  I will not have access to any personal information that can connect survey data to any individual participant.  Participation in this survey is completely voluntary.  

Your cooperation in completing this portion of my project would be greatly appreciated.

If you are interested in participating, please read the attached Consent Information Form for further information, and then click on the link below to complete the survey.  

The survey has been approved by your Board of Education on April 9, 2010.  In addition, this research has been granted approval by the Research Ethics Office at the University of Saskatchewan on March 12, 2010.  Any questions regarding your rights as a participant may be addressed to that committee through the Office of Research Services (966-2084).  Participants from outside of Saskatoon may call the Office of Research Services collect.
If you are interested in learning more about this study, please contact the researcher and more details will be provided.   I can be contacted by e-mail at tjb283@mail.usask.ca, or at my home phone number (306) 664-9938. You may also contact my research supervisor by e-mail at laureen.mcintyre@usask.ca for more information.  If after participating in this study you are interested in the results, a brief executive summary will be available upon request.  Interested participants can also access the complete study through the University of Saskatchewan Library Electronic Theses and Dissertations service (http://library2.usask.ca/etd).
Thank you, in advance, for your consideration and cooperation in participating in this project.

Respectfully yours,

Tyler Bergen, B. Ed.

Masters Candidate

Department of Educational Psychology and Special Education

University of Saskatchewan

Survey Link:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/L5Y3FLY
TEACHER CONSENT INFORMATION FORM

Title of Study:
Inclusive attitudes: Contributions of perceived teacher efficacy and emotional reactions to challenging behaviour

Researcher and Supervisor:
Tyler Bergen, Master of Education candidate, Department of Educational Psychology and Special Education, University of Saskatchewan.

E-mail:  

tjb283@mail.usask.ca

Home Telephone:
(306) 664-9938

Dr. Laureen McIntyre, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Psychology and Special Education, University of Saskatchewan.

E-mail:  

laureen.mcintyre@usask.ca

Office Telephone:  
(306) 966-5266

Purpose of the Study:
The purpose of the study is to investigate Saskatchewan educators’ attitudes toward including students with exceptionalities in the general education classroom.  The role of perceived teacher efficacy, emotional reactions to challenging behaviour, and selected demographic variables will be considered.

Specifically, this study will investigate three primary research questions:

1.  What are the attitudes of Saskatchewan educators toward including students with exceptionalities in the general education classroom?

2.  What relationships exist between teachers’ attitudes and (1) perceived teacher efficacy; (2) teachers’ emotional reactions to challenging behaviour; and (3) teacher age, gender, years of experience, level of education, class size, experience with challenging behaviour, and experience with exceptionality?

3.  How well do these factors predict teachers’ attitudes about including students with exceptionalities in the general education classroom?

Data from this investigation will provide data about Saskatchewan educators’ current attitudes toward including students with exceptionalities.  Investigating the role of perceived teacher efficacy and emotional reactions to challenging behaviours will help identify potential areas of need for teacher professional development and teacher training. 

As a participant in this study:
1. You are provided with an invitational letter to participate in this study that provides project information, contact information, and research procedures.   
2. It is possible that you may experience a negative emotional reaction as a result of participating.  Confidential counselling services are available to teachers through the Saskatchewan Teacher’s Federation (www.stf.sk.ca).  You have the right to refuse to answer individual questions.         

3. You are asked to complete the web-based Teacher Survey Form that may take 15 minutes to complete by following the link provided.  Data will be kept confidential.  Researchers will only have access to anonymous information.  Since all data collected will be anonymous, it will not be possible to withdraw your data once submitted.  The raw scores from the survey will serve as the data used in the statistical analyses on which the results and discussion of this study will be based.  Data will be kept confidential.  The researcher intends to begin data analysis by May 1st, 2009.

If you have any questions concerning the study, please feel free to contact the researcher at the number provided.  The University of Saskatchewan Behavioural Research Ethics

Board (Beh-REB) has approved this study on ethical grounds on March 12, 2010.  Any questions regarding your rights as a participant may be addressed to that committee through the Research Ethics Office (966-2084).  Participants from outside of Saskatoon may call the Research Ethics Office collect.  Participants interested in the results of the study will receive an executive summary upon request by contacting the researcher by phone or e-mail.  You can access the complete study through the University of Saskatchewan Library Electronic Theses and Dissertations service (http://library2.usask.ca/etd). 

By completing the survey you indicate the following:  (1) I have read and understood the description above; (2) I have been provided with contact information to have any questions addressed; (3) I consent to participate in the study described above.

Survey Link:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/L5Y3FLY
