[image: SLCLOGO]

The Saskatoon Literacy Coalition is a non-profit organization of individuals and representatives from organizations working to promote literacy. We provide a forum for raising public awareness about the importance of a literate society, exchanging information, facilitating cooperation between member groups and initiating literacy projects. Every year the Saskatoon Literacy Coalition hosts an International Literacy Day Celebration at SIAST Kelsey Campus. We invite people from our community to speak about literacy, entertain literacy providers, adult learners and school children, give away books and cake and celebrate reading and literacy.
International Literacy Day is an UNESCO initiative begun in 1965. This annual celebration started following a recommendation of the World Conference of Ministers of Education on the Eradication of Illiteracy which met in Tehran in September 1965. The Conference recommended that 8 September, the date of the inauguration of the Conference, be proclaimed International Literacy Day and be observed worldwide.
Each year from 1966 UNESCO has celebrated INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY with the aim to sensitize and mobilize international public opinion and to elicit their interest and active support for literacy activities – one of UNESCO’s major preoccupations since its first General Conference in 1946. On this day, the Director-General of UNESCO addresses a message to the world, appealing to individuals, organizations and states to demonstrate their support and solidarity for literacy and to promote non-formal education for all, particularly for those who have been excluded from the school system. 
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